May 22, 2024

The Honorable GT Thompson The Honorable David Scott
Chairman Ranking Member

House Committee on Agriculture House Committee on Agriculture
400 Cannon House Office Building 468 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chair Thompson and Ranking Member Scott,

We write to express our strong opposition to Sections 10204, and 10205 of the Farm, Food, and
National Security Act of 2024. Any effort to preempt or limit longstanding state and local
authority to regulate pesticides undermines duly elected state, county, and local governments'
rights to protect their communities and set policies that best suit their local needs. We urge you
to strike these sections and reject a Farm Bill that does not protect state and local rights.

The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) establishes the authority of the
Environmental Protection Agency to oversee the registration, distribution, sale, and use of
pesticides in the United States. Congress and the Supreme Court have long considered FIFRA
to set a federal floor for pesticide policy, and under FIFRA, state, county, and local governments
possess the authority to enact supplementary standards. If the pesticide provisions become law,
crop chemical makers could evade responsibility to people, including farmers, sickened by
exposure, even as emerging research shows many of the substances can cause cancer and
other diseases. These problematic pesticides include Roundup, which contains glyphosate and
Gramoxone, which contains paraquat.

Hundreds of towns, cities, and counties have adopted laws and ordinances related to pesticide
safety. These include laws to limit pesticide use near schools, parks, and playgrounds, protect
drinking water supplies and wildlife, provide consumers with adequate information to make
informed decisions about use and exposure and equip workers with information and tools to
minimize occupational risk. These local laws and ordinances are integral to protecting children
and those most vulnerable to environmental harm.

Democratically elected local governments hold the power to address the specific needs of their
communities. State and local governments are often best positioned to respond quickly to
emerging risks within their communities, and proposals to weaken their ability to respond could
significantly impact public safety. Undermining that authority would handicap critical local efforts
to address cancer and other health risks, threats to water resources, and harm to pollinators,
and preventable harm to other wildlife.

Over 140 mayors, lawmakers and other officials from more than 30 states, organizations
representing state and local elected officials, hundreds of members of the House of
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Representatives and 20 Senators are standing together to urge Congress to reject legislation
that would limit longstanding state and local pesticide safety rules.

As your committee continues its work in finding a way forward for the Farm Bill, we urge you to
reject any pesticide preemption language that would diminish local authority.

Sincerely,
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