STHTEHMENTS OF THE TRAVELERS THSURANCE COMPANY,
FILED INM THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR
THE EASTEEN DISTRICT OF PEMHSYLVANLA, OH
JULY 14, 1981

pedical and scientifie evidence haz established
grr—

Fhat gerious lung diseases can becams Known and chvious Lu a

worker many vears after the warker ig exposed to asbestos
products; indeed, the exposurs ta asbestos products may
ooeuy twenty years o0 mare prior to the condition of
ashestosis being diagnosed.

an  insule ko the body occurs ak the first

— T e
inhalation of ashestos and although changes take place
e —————
thersafter, it is not until the digeaze iz relatively

advanced thal o firm diagnesis of asbsstosisz can he made .
—

hsbestosi is @ mon-malignant disease resulting
from the “Inhalation of ashbestos fibers of a cartain length
ever o considerable period of time causing a bodily reaction
that mgy, eventually impair the functien of the lungs. 'The
bedy  has severas ddTense mechanisms that exclude from the
fumctiansl areaz of the lungs mast of the forelgn matter

inhaled. It alse haz a mechanism Eor removing such matter
that passes these defenses, Asbestos fibers of a certain
length, Thowsver, cannot pe removed and become embedded in

the lung tissue in the areas where the alveoli are found and
whetrs Lhe kransfer of gases in and ont of the blood takes
place. Geing unable to cempve these minute particles of
foreign matter, the body copes by walling off the particles.
The walling off is dane by a praliferation of fibrous cells
that evenbually produce a dense scar-like material 1n the
functional area of the lungs. This process takes about six
pa) months and 1s irreversible. Each repetitiopn of
Anhalation and vyeaCtlon adds a tiny JEpoEit Of scar-LLKE
kigsue in this critical ared. =

ma———

The aooumelation of scar-like tissuc decreases tha
funckional wolume of the lunags; stiffens the passage ways,
and impedes the transfer ol gasss in and out of the blocd.
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