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I an s u e  that m a y  of you have asked yourselves, as I have asked 
myself, why hcs tha zsbcstos industry soenhgly heen singled out  
as t h e  p r b e  
t h e  press ,  certa in  s c w n t s  of the  neZical profess ion,  and by 
various envirom~cntal. and consumer activist groups? 

Why us? Arc the products wo 
produce truly going to k i l l  nillions of Americans, as some experts 
have predicted? 
afoot to destroy the zsbestos  industry? 

The answer to the question of "why us" is hoth complex and simple. 
Conplez because it is a co&h;ltfon of three intcrralated but . . ._ .::.,;. 
separate factors, S-lc because each of tho factors is ,  whcn' '-,.: 

The three fac tors  are (1) asbestos ccn cause disease, (2)  c7 spokes- 
nzn arose t o  chimpion t hc  need fo r  asbestos control ,  and (3 )  a 
cornucopia of new governnent agencies were set up to control  
materie l s  and products Lint can cause disease. Lct us look at 
czch of thcsc factors in turn. 

t ergc t  f o r  so many assaults by gover.mcnt, labor, 

Czn asbestos really be a l l  that bad? 

O r  i s  there some sort of nefarious conspikacy 

. - .  " 
1. consizered by i tself ,  quite obvious. . -  - 

First, t h e r e  is no doubt  that tho inha la t ion  of substantic1 Paounts 
of asbestcr; can l ead to increased rates of various types of lung 
disease, including -~tforns-qf-cancer._ These - are _.-- facts-which - can- 
n o t  be danled;""d&n i f  they do not apply in a l l  c i rcumstanccGd 

-E all conditions.  The -- mcclicnl literature is f u l l  of s o l i d  evi- 
dcncc ps tn  3;- c In ary of f ice ,  r h a n n  ~ ~ l e  

namers dcal ir ;qwith  -33iiThenlth risks of 
asbestos-and hundreds more are published every year. _. _d 

Secnndly, the spreading of a n c e r n  over t h e  health risks of asbcs- 
t o s  has as its prine  spokesman one of thc m s t  tnlented m c d i c d  
Publ i c i s t s  of the age -- 3r. Irving J. S c l i k o f f  of r!ew York's .%unt 
S inai  IIospitnl. 
ire 2nd moral indignation of the  most cnnscrvativc reporter  or 
p o l i t i c i a n  with h i s  graphic descriptions 'and pred ic t ions  $f talc 
ravages of asbestos,  but  ha has n l s n  surrcundcd himself w i t h  a 

ilot cnly is Dr. Selikoff  c n @ ~ l c  of arousing th;3 

group af  similarly t d c a t e d  asscdates wlia have Carrie2 the !fount 
Sinai nessagc to the fzr corners af t h  nat icn .  

[<nile Dr. Sclikoff has, in his zeal,  unqucatian?.hly pa in ted  a fa 
dazkcr picture t h a n  the facts wrrmt,  w e  s11oix1cl ,tl.!rclys rccc*cr 
in his ilcfcnse, that  the insulntinn w r k n r s  he has  hcon s+ i i r ly inq  F o r  
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more than a decade ticre and still are-a_&m f r a e  ada-tos r e l a t 9  -- Ziscasc - at an appall inq rate.- Such'a'situatian v~oulit be s u f f i c i e n t  
to nake a crusader out of the most conservatfve of scientists.  

Finally, i n  thc past Cocadc t h e r e  has been a trmcrrclous growth i n  
public  and governmental interest i n  environmental axid occupational  
health matters. T h i s  interest has becn trcnslatcd i n t o  a ser i e s  
of far-reaching laws affecting industry i n  a .manner hitherto  . 

unknown i n  t h i s  or any other country. I be l i eve  it is accura te  t o  
say that  these new lilt.?s, such as the Occupational Safety and Health 
Act, t h e  C k n n  Air Act, thc Consumer Product Safcty A c t ,  and o the r s ,  
have forever altered the conccqt of t h e  free enterprise system as it 
was known in this country f o r  a hundred and f i f t y  years. 

Thus, i n  combiaation, theso three f a c t o r s  create6 a situation in 
whits a cadre of froihly created fedzral agmcics, with  st rong 
statutory author i ty ,  were prodded i n t o  zssigning p r i o r i t y  Status t o  
ashcstos by Dr. Selikoff  and his followers, who achieved these ends 
through s k i l l f u l  use of LIZ Great vrcalth of ncgativc asbestos-health 
data contained i n  the  n c d i c z d  l i t c r a t u r o .  

. :-:: '2 :.I< t::. 
In sSort, the asbestos industry vras singled out because it was----"-;-. 

- 
vulnerable t o  a t t ack ,  because khexe was someone w i l l i n g  to l end:  that _. 
attack, 'and because Congrcss had graciously providtd the  vehic les  
for such rm assault. 

The Imckground of industry efforts t o  deal  with t h - 2  ashastcs-health 
problem as a national i s sue  goes back m a r l y  rl dccild~, t o  Dr. 
Sclikoff's ROW famous 1 9 6 4  sc.ninar on asbestos diseasd at the ZJcv 
York I \ c zdeq  of Sciences. trhilc this seminar did m c h  to prick t h e  
indust ,y'  s conscience about asbestos and health, t h e  problcrr. S t i l l  
remained one of limited puhlic and press intercst u n t i l  around 
1967, whcn the nadia began be3ting the ncdical  bushes se'uching f o r  
s tor ies  t h a t  would graphical ly  portrzy ,Znrrican industry's supposcd 
disrcgnrd.for the environment and for  thc health and safety  of i ts  
mrkmrn and the American puhlic. 
found to b2 tailor-nado f o r  such stories. 

asbsstos  has s ince grotm icto an item of major press interest- 

In those y m r s ,  industry efforts t o  conbat the spate of negative 
press articles on ashcstos wcrc carried oil primL?rily by the J O h S .  
j ian*ri l lc  Corporation, vhich s e t  up a trzsk force of s p c c i a l i s t s  i n  
vnrious f i e l d s  to do vhat it could to portray the prohlrjn in its 
proper parspactive, t%ils sone mizor SUCCCSS~S icerc! achieved, it 
was found that no or,e conpzny a c t i n g  inc?cpcndontly could adequately 
or cffcctivcly rcprcscnt an c n t i r e  i n d u s t r y  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  
press and wit!r  governnent off ic ials .  

7s .I result, i n  la tc  1970 ,  z i g h t  conpnnios gathered i n  flaw York City 
to lcunch the  Asbestos Information Association of North America, 

The aahcstos-health problem was 
As it result, s l a t i n g  

with Paul Drodeur's inf;unous ?ICY Yorkcr article of ??arch 1 9 6 8 ,  ----a& - 

Brendan DeMelle
more than a decade ticre and still are-a_&m f r a e ada-tos r e l a t 9 -- Ziscasc - at an appallinq rate.- Such'a'situatian v~oulit be s u f f i c i e n tto nake a crusader out of the most conservatfve of scientists.


