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PUBLIC CITIZZEH'S HEALTH RISEARCH GIEDOUPS ASKHS FCR o=~
BAN QOH VINYL CHLORLIDJE AS A PROFELLANMT IN AEROZQLS ::

The Hezlth Besszarch Group Today petitioned the Food znc Drug
Adirimiscracion, thz Consumer rProduct Safzty Commission, end the
Invironmentcal Protection Agency to ban the use of vinyl chlorids
14 asrosolizad cosmetlics, Incl. cinb nalrspress, in a_ruso¢:zed
Aaousehold groducts, and £n pesticide products, si ot
substanelal 2vidence thav vwinyl chloride is a carcinoge“

Yinyl chlocride iz RKnown Lo te usea as a propeliant for gercsols,
The chronlec toxiclty and evidenge o carcinogenlicity oi vinyl chloride
mchomer for humans ha3 been documented by scientific studies and
elinical reports. LImfiddiate aeticn is necessary tc ragilizte ths

use 0 the chemical since shere is no evidance To SHSW ShHat human
teings can b2 safely exposed To the chemizal.

Vinyl chloride monemer, wnich is usad In making nelyvinyl
chloride (2VC), has received much astention In the past lew

weeks since it has peen rinked with a2 rapidly rising numer of

liver cancer cdeaths among vinyl chlioride workers a2t z single

B.F. Goecdrich plant in Loulsville, Xentucky. In the past f=w dzys
<he sixth zase of the rare 2nd invariably fatal canesr--angiosarcconz
of the liver--nas teen diagnosad in a worker af that flant.

Experimental studies heve found producticn af th2 sane tyre
of liver cancer in rats alter inhalabion of winyl chleride at doses
as low 28 250 ppn Lfor 127 wazeks], according to an Italian study
presented at a Department of Labor hearing on She chemica: lasf Fricay.

According to a pudblished report, tha levels of vinyl chlaride--
mder sondltions where halr spray is being used--can exceszd 200 ppx
(Azrosel Age, April 1364, p. 47). Most industriss—-ineiuding
B.F. Gocdrich--say that it has heen thelr practice in recent y2ars
to btry to kxeep industrial exposures down to SU ppm ovar an 8 nour
[The Federal accupatisnal healih standard is currertly =040 ?gm.j

tey.

Tae Health Research Group elso requested thal vhe Foof and Zeoug

AR s
Administration ilmmediately prohibis the use of polyvinyl chlerida {2VC]
sontainers ic package any cosnmetic product which is capabls ©f
_eachlns detectable amcunts of vinyl chloride fram its plastic
gontainer. In 1§73 PDA and industry tests of alechelic beverages
packazed in PYQ Zeottlez determined that Teswesn 10-20 posm of

vinyl chleride hac migratad ouf of the plastic baotiles into *the
diseilled spirits or wine they coantained., To the Greoup's knowledze,
no tests have been conducted to debtermins whether cother alzohol-
containing or orgenic solvent-zentaining liguids {e.g. bath lokion
or periume} c&n alse leach detectagle amounts of vinyl. chicride
Trom their PVu contalinars. HMorecver, althcugh the FUA propose=d
banning the use of PYC whiskey bostles in HMay 1973 pecause of th
potential tcxicity of vinyl chloride, the zgency has failed ta
Finaifze the acticn.
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I lastiers TG ahe heads of 211 three zzenclss, ths Sroor
reguestad that the azency make public the Brand nanes of zlL .
AerQsol consumar pPOGhG s and cosmeties presently marzzted--or
markeced af any time in the past—-which sontain vinyl chloride
as = propeliant so thas exposed peeple ecen inform theip physicians.

Thz sublic has the »izht to be f11llv infarmed zhaas Ehe ﬁanre?.
iv faces ar nas ;cceau—regavdleas o the public relalic
damage that certaia campaniss mzy suller.
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