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This special meeting of the Vinyl Chloride Safety Association, attended by
about fifty-five pcople representing twenty-seven of the thirty-sevan rmamber
cormpanies was primarily for the purpose ol diacussing OSHA's proposed
permanent standard for VCM expogure published :.n the Federal Bagister of

May 10, 1974, |

There was re-affirmation of the previous policy that the association would not

e il .
make 2ny stataments nor make any appearances at public or government hear~
‘Ings concerning the winyl chloride exposure situation. Rather the group could
best aerve as a forwmn for exchange of information among the mambers, who
are mostly plant people. We, in turn, can carry back ideap to cur owzn
company peopls who will participats in public hearings or deal with other
.agsociations (e.g. SPI, MCA).

Our next meeting is tentatively scheduled for October with a retura to a normal
format covering the whole spectrum of vinyl chloride safety acltivitima. Health
hazards will atill be considered and discussed, but will oot be the sole topic.

With the above "housekeaping" duties dispansed of, the meeting got down to the
subject at hand. The morning was consumed with 3 resumbk by each company
repreasented of the exposure lavels they were experiencing, maximum levels
they thought they cpuld live with, actions bko be taken by their company io re-
sponse to the proposed permanent standard, cornments about OSHA inspections
they had experienced, descriptions of monitering methods, stc.
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Vinyl Chloride Safety Association Meeting
May 24, 1974 - Cleveland, Ghio : 2.

Before reporting some of the individual company comments of special interest,
a few cobservations of general nature are in arder. Without excepticn, all
members supported 2 TWA Lype maximum exposure limit, PVC producers
generally thought they could meet about 25 ppm TWA. VCM preoducers wers
thinking a little lowsr than this - perhaps 10 ar 15 ppm TWA. Quite a few
members were quoting 40 or 50 ppm ceilinga, but the consensus was that they
could not meet thia aa an absolute ceiling - there would be excursions abave
this., A suggestion by Mr. Barr of Air Products of allowing a timed &xcursion
above the ceiling of 10 - 15 minutes met with much favor as an excellent,
workable ideal

Sevan cornpacies reported that they were now continuously analyzing fixed peints.
Agreement that area numbers tend to be higher than grab eamples.

Almost all members repoarted that their companies were to testify at the OSHA
hearinge as well as support SPI testimmony. Some felt that their representatives
(usually higher managemaat} at 8PI and other similar meetings tended to be
over-optimistic about what exposure levels could be achieved. I think and re-
ported that vertical communications in this area at UCC is good. Many ex-~
pressed the thought that the mores companias whe objected to the propoaed
standard, the better, Fabricators should he urged to testify also.

Highlights of somme of the individual presentations follaow:

PVC PRODUCERS

Alr _P_:._-o_dl._lpl:s
‘Will make submittal to OSHA before June 10 to be separated iato:

»General Okjections

1) Proposed standard ia not necessary - will refer to asbestcs case -
cannot take risk of induatry shutdown

2} Not feansible

3} Precedent of ashestos and 14 carcinogeans in Federal Register of
January 29, 1974.

Specific Objactives

Found twanty-five major pointa to object to in proposzed atandard the first time
through.
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Vinyl Chloride Safety Association Meeting
May 24, 1974 - Cleveland, Chio 3.

At present 25 ppm TWA, 40 ceiling with a }S-minute excursion exsmption
waould be okay. Perhaps in two to three years could accept a lower TWA -
maybe 10 - but technology not yet developad.

Will try for an exemption for material containing less than Ol. o WCM.
Will not protest wording that VCM ia a carcinogen.

Ceneral Tire

20 ppm TWA ckay = not sure on ceiling. Now finding 14 - 16 ppm in poly area,
4 - & ppim: in Finiahing area.

Certaintead
Have not operated so don't know what can meet, but think 25 ppm or so.

Conoco

Can meet 10 ppm TWA and 25 ppm ceiling at Oklahoma City. Overall can meet
25 ppm TWA and 40 ppmn ceiling. By October 5, 1974 can meet 25 ppm ceiling

at Aberdeen. Presently 300 ppm VCM io Cklahoma City resin, higher at
Aberdeen. '

Diamond Sharnrock = Delaware City

25 ppm TWA ckay.

Ethyl Corporation

Cannct meet 30 ppm ceiling. Maost jobs within 25 ppm TWA. VCM plant ag bigh
or+higher than PV plant.

Firestone
SPI and individual ﬁresentntion. Will say caonot operate at zero.

B. ¥. Goodrich' (Herm Waltemats)

Will make a detailed statement to OSHA. Also work through SPI and posaibly
ORC.

UcC
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May 24, 1974 « Cleveland, Thieo . )

Four major objections;

1) Expeosure levels

2) Respiratory protection
3} Impervious suits

4} Reporting of results

W1ill support a step approach to exposure levels - 15 ppm TWA, 30 ppm ceiling.
In a three year peried to 5 ppm TWA, 10 ppm ceiling,

Goodyear

25 ppm TWA, 50 ppm ceiling (but liked Air Product's idea of short term ex-
cursion), Scared to death by some of their ceiling data. There is a2 need to
compate predent exposures with paat, but ia ticklish. Their local union at
Niagara Fallz had been in complete sympathy with company until recently when
suddenly the party line {(OCAW) became no detectable.

CGreat American Chamical

Many definition® in proposed standard will shut down their plant. Zone samples
have shown aver 100 ppm.

Hookar Chemical

Will make individual and SPI presentation. Support 25 - 30 ppm TWA. DNormally

they'rea below 10 ppm but have seen excursions above 50 ppm.

Keysor « Century

Will present a written objection to OSHA. They have ne TWA data. Have found
up*to 300 ppm ceiling.

Pantasote

Will follow & 25 ppm TWA/40 ppm ceiling but will have a hard time to mesat.
They find 0 to 25 ppm on opsrating floar, but over 50 ppm excursions such as
reacter openings.

Robintech and Universal

Find 20 - 25 ppm on poly floor.
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Stauffer Chemical

Will support industry. 25 ppm TWA, 50 ppm ceiling is their current thinking.
Their top management is not knowledgeable in PVC.

.

Tenneco
Thinking in terms of 25 TWA, 40 ceiling. Liked the timed excuraion idea.
TWA perhaps to be on a weekly basis. They found that foreman have the highest

exposures. They have a problem with bagging operation and feel the major
problem is residuval VCM in resin.

Uniroval

Will probably make an individual presentation as well as support SFI. Can
meet 25 - 30 ppm TWA,

Unico Carbide

1 indicated that depending upon the type of PVC plant we could meet from 10 to
30 ppm TWA and a 50 ppm ceiling, but not a strict interpretation of the ceiling.
We would require a timed excursion. Wea will make an individual presentation
to OSHA as well as support SPI. We will plead for TWA rather than ceiling.
We have seen several! hundrad pprn in zone sarnples. We cannot meet some of
the work practice iterns in the proposed standard and others we feel are un-
necessary becanse they do oot contribute to employee salety.

ICI {England)

Although they are not faced with the proposed OSHA standard, they presented
thc_se thoughts:

zero exposureé meang shutdewn -

10 ppra TWA can be met with their new plant -

20 - 30 ppm TWA can be met with their old plants

they have peaks above 50 ppm - up to several hundred ppm -
they are costing out eagineering to get to 25 ppm TWA -

they can perhaps get down to 10 - 15 ppm TWA -

te get below 10 ppm TWA would require a complete new plant.

oo
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YoM PRODUCERS

Allied Chernical

Mongmer production is leas a problem than polymeér production. Will use the
5PI position. They aee 20 ~ 30 ppm excursions at tank car leading. Very
limited TWA information.

Conoco
Looke as though 10 ppm TWA i3 possible.
Dow

Daily monitering of perscanel. Area monitering. Grab samples, The more
samples they take, the more problemsa they uncover. Main problem areas are
monomer lvading and sampling. Their present levels are mostiy at 5 - 10 ppm.
They're in the procesa of making a proposal and asked the group‘s response to
this timetable.

25 ppm TWA until July, 1975

10 ppmm TWA until July, 1976
5 ppm TWA until July, 1977
2 ppm TWA until 1978

ceiling of 50 ppm throughout,

Response was unfavprable with particular chjection to any proposal below 10 ppm
TWA. In fact, Dow man from PVC copolymer plant at Midland voiced skepticism
of meeting the propesal. Midland area samples showad 100 - 150 ppm pealks;

carbon tube TWA's were generally 15 - 17 ppm although TWA's did range from
5 te 50 ppe.

Coodrich

TWA averages in their monomer plants ware about 10 ppm, Stated they probably
could meeot Dow's tirmetable listed above.

EPG

In proceas of review. Favoering a TWA approach. Exposure generally below
10 ppm, but excursions above 50 ppm. Leading and sampling main problems.
Will send in their recomrmendations to OSHA strictly as a monomer producer.
Will point out that PVC preducers have different and greater problemas.
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Shell

Of note is the fact that they had no repregentative at this meeting.

Some highlights of the afternoon sessicn, devoted primarily to a discussion
of the proposed standard, follow: )

Coodrich is presenting to OSHA for consideration a completely
revised standard.

Aboul 90% of the companies are installing breathing air systems.

Genera, agreesgent that the proposed procedure was a patching together
of various documents and some instances where one section wans oot
compatable with ancther.

Types of respirators allowed should be expanded to include "half" masks.

Definition of emergency should be changed - perhaps to the March 11,
1974 NIOSH proposal which atated that "Emergeacy'' means an unfore-
seen circumstance or set of circurmatances, such as a ruptured tranafer
line, resulting in the release of vinyl chioride sufficient to produce
acute symptoms among workers exposed or having contact with vinyl
chioride.

Aoy number or other valid cbjections to the proposed standard were .
expreased, but they were genarally ones that have been discuased previously
within our company and will act be repeated here.

Hopefully, these notes will help convey the "{lavor™ of industry thinking

{particularly from plant personnel) to those on the front line of preparing Carbide's
pasition at the OSHA hearings.

R. L. Frantz
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