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TITLE III—UNEMPLOYMENT AND OTHER
EMERGENCY NEEDS
CHAPTER 1—AGRICULTURE AND RURAL
DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
(GENERAL Provision, Trrs CILAPTER
RELIEF FOR DISCRIMINATION IN A CREDIT PROGRAM OF
TITE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE UNDER TIIE
EQUAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITY ACT
Sec. 3101, (a) IN GENERAL—To the exlenl permilled
by the Constilulion, and nolwilhstanding any olher period
of limilations, in the case of an eligible complainl alleging
discrimination in violalion of the Equal Credil Oppor-
lunily Ael (15 U.S.C. 1691) involving a credil program of
the Deparvtmenl of Agricullure, a complainanl may, before
the end of the [iling period—
| (1) file a civil aclion under subseclion (¢); or
2) vequesl  adminisivalive review under sub-
seclion (d).
(b) EL1GIBLE COMPLAINT.—For purposes of lhis sec-
tion, the lerm “cligible complainl” means any wrillen com-
plaini—

(1) thal is nol employmenl relaled;
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(2) thal was filed wilh the Deparimenl of Agri-
culluve afler December 31, 1997, and befove (he ear-
lier of—

(A1) 2 years afler lhe dale of the alleged vio-
lation of the Equal Credil Opportunily Acl; and

(B) the dale of the enacltment of lhis Acl;
and
(3) wilh respecl lo which the complainan!—

(A) was nol a parly to the consenl decree
in the case enlilled “Pigford v. Glickman”, ap-
proved by the Uniled Slales Distriel Courl for
the District of Columbia on April 14, 1999; and

(B) has nol oblained velief [rom the Depari-
ment of Agricullure or a courl of compelenl ju-
risdiclion.

(c) CvIL ACTION.—A civil aclion may be filed under
[has subseclion if, wilh vespeel Lo the eligible complaint, the
complainan!—

(1) has nol requested administralive review; or
(2) has requested administyalive review, and lhe

Secrelary, wilth respecl lo each rvequesl, has cilher—

(A) issued a deleymanalion; or

(B) [ailed lo issue a delerminalion by a
dale thal is 180 days afler lhe dale such reques!

was made.
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1 (d) ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—Administralive review
2 may be requesled under this subseclion as follows:

3 (1) DETERMINATION ON TIIE MERITS.—A com-
4 plainanl may request a delerminalion on lhe mevils
5 if the complainant, wilh vespeel lo the eligible com-
6 plainl, has nol filed a civil aclion.

7 (2) HEARING ON TIIE RECORD.—A complainan!
8 may vequest a hearing on the vecovd if the complain-
9 anlt, with vespecl lo the eligible complainl—

10 (A) has nol filed a cavil aclion;

11 (B) has requesled a delerminalion on lhe
12 merils, and the Secrelary has nol issued such de-
13 lerminalion by (he issuance deadline in  sub-
14 seclion ([)(2)(A); and

15 (C') requesls such hearing no laler than 180
16 days afler lhe issuance deadline in subseclion
17 () (2)(A).

18 (¢) INFORMAL RESOLUTION.—Noheilhslanding any

19 olher provision of lhis section, the Secvelary wmay infor-
20 mally resolve an eligible complaint wilh a complainand.
21 (/) SPECIAL RULES FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW.—

22 For purposes of this seclion:

23 (1) REQUESTS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW—
24 A vequest for adminisiralive review shall be—
25 (A) in wriling; and
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(B) filed in accordance wilh procedures es-
lablished by the Secrelary.

(2) RESPONSIBILITY OF SECRETARY.—IL[ a com-
plainan!  vequesls a delerminalion on  the merils
under subseclion (d)(1), lthen, unless a complainanl,
with vespecl lo the eligible complaind, files a civil ac-
lion or requests a hearing on lhe vecord, the Secrelary
shall, wilh vespeel lo the eligible complaint, fake lhe
Jollowing aclions:

(A1) ISSUANCE OF DETERMINATION—The
Secrelary shall, nol laler than an issuance dead-
line that is 1 year afler the dale on which lhe
complainanl rvequeslts a delerminalion on lhe
merils—

(1) inveshigale the eligible complaini;
and
(11) issue a wrillen deleyminalion.,

(B) NOTICE OF FAILURE TO ISSUE TIMELY
DETERMINATION.—I the Secrelary does nol issue
a wrilten delerminalion by the isswance deadline
i subparagraph  (A), the Secvelary  shall
promplly issue lo the complainant, i wriling
and by regislered mail, nolice—

(1) thal lhe Secvelary has nol issued a

limely delerminalion; and
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(12) of the period of lime during which
the complainant may bring a civil aclion or
requesl a heaving on the vecord.

(3) FINALITY OF DETERMINATION WITIT RESPECT
TO HIEARING ON TIIE RECORD.— delerminalion wilh
respect Lo a hearing on lhe vecord shall be final.

(4) JUDICIAL REVIEW OF ADMINISTRATIVE DE-
TERMINATION.—A delerminalion on lhe wmerils or a
delerminalion wilh vespecl lo a heaving on lhe vecord
shall be subjecl lo de novo review.

(qg) FILING PERIOD.—

(1) IN GENERAL—For purposes of lhis seclion,
the lterm “filing period” means the 2-year period be-
ginmng on the dale of enaclment of this Ael.

(2) TorLiNG.—The running of the filing period
m parvagraph (1), for the purpose of [iling a civil ac-
lion under subseclion (c) or requesting a hearing on
the vecovd wunder subsection (d)(2), shall be lolled [or
the period (hal, wilh vespecl lo (he eligible com-
plainl—

(A1) begins on the dale of a requesl for a de-
lermanalion on Lhe merils; and
(B) ends on the dale on which the Secrelary

issues a delerminalion wilh vespeel lo a deler-
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manalion on lhe merils or a hearing on lhe

record.
(h) RELIEF.—

(1) AnovNT.—Subjecl lo paragraph (2), a com-
plainant shall, under subseclion (a), and may, under
subsection (e), be awarded such velief as the complain-
anl would be afforded under the Equal Credil Oppor-
tunily Ael, including—

(A1) acltual damages;
(B) lhe cosls of the aclion, logelher wilh a
reasonable allorney’s fee; and

(C') debl rvelicf, including—

(1) write-downs or wrile-offs of lhe
prineipal on a loan;

(12) wrile-downs orv wrile-offs of the in-
levest on a loan;

(112) veduclion of lhe inlevest rvale on a
loan;

(1) awaiver or veduclion of penallies
wilh vespecl lo a loan; or

(v) other modification of lhe lerms of a
loan.

(2) LIMITATIONS ON RELIEF.—
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(4) IN GENERAL—The lolal amoun!
awarded under (his secltion for all claims shall
nol exceed $100,000,000.

(B) ACTUAL DAMAGES, COSTS, AND ATTOR-
NEY'S FEES—The sum of lhe lolal amount
awarded under pavagraph (1)(A) for all claims,
plus the lolal amount awarded under paragraph
(1)(B) for all claims, shall nol  ecrceed
$40,000,000.

(C) DEBT RELIEF—The lolal amounl
awarded under paragraph (1)(C) for all claims
shall nol exceed $60,000,000.

(3) EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION.—Any award
under clauses (i1), (i), or (iv) of subparagraph (C)
of paragraph (1) shall nol be included in gross in-
come for purposes of chapler 1 of the Inlernal Rev-
enue Code of 1956.

(1) FUNDING.—

(1) There is hereby approprialed lo the Sec-
relary, for rvelief awarded wunder subseclion (h)(1),
$100,000,000, lo remain available until expended.

(2) Of lhe funds derived from inleresl on (he
cushion of credil payments including funds in (he
currenl fiscal year, as aulhorvized by seclion 313 of the

Rurval  Eleclyvificalion Acl of 1936, an addilional
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1 $100,000,000 shall nol be obligaled and an addilional
$100,000,000 are rescinded.
(1) SECRETARY.—For purposes of his seclion, lhe lerm

“Secrelary” means lhe Secrelary of Agricullure.

2

3

4

5 CHAPTERR 2—FINANCIAL SERVICES AND

6 GENERAL GOVERNMENT

7 SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

8 BUSINESS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT

9 For an additional amounl for “Business Loans Pro-
10 gram Accounl” for fee veduclions and climinalions under
Il section 501 of division A of the American Recovery and
12 Reinvestment Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-5) and for lhe
13 cost of guaranileed loans under seclion 502 of such division,
14 $354,000,000: Provided, Thal such cosl shall be as defined
15 in seclion 502 of the Congressional Budgel Acl of 1974: Pro-
16 wvided further, Thal authorily lo guaranlee loans under sec-
17 lion 502 of division A of the American Recovery and Rein-
I8 wvestment Ael of 2009 shall vemain in effecl hrough Sep-
19 lember 30, 2010, nolwilhslanding subsecltion (f) of such sec-

20 flion.

21 GENERAL PrROVISION, Trirs CILAPTER
22 RESCISSTONS
23 SEc. 3201. The following funds arve hereby rescinded

24 from lhe following accounts and programs in lhe specified

25 amounls:
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