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- PCB PREPAREDNESS Q & A 

(TO be used i n  answering UK and CONTINENT press 
queries fo l lowing  O c t o b e r 7  U.S .  announcement and 
p r i o r  t o  a Monsanto Europe s t a t e m e n t  which is planned 
before month-end. ) 
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What is  the s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  UK f o l l o w i n g  the announcement by 
your  p a r e n t  Monsanto Company to stop PCB p r o d u c t i o n  n e x t  year? 

We a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  w e  will be s h u t t i n g  down product ion  i n  our 
Monsanto L t d .  Newport f a c i l i t y  as well. The t imetable w i l l  not 
n e c e s s a r i l y  be t h e  same as the O c t .  31, 1977 U.S. d a t e .  We are 
c u r r e n t l y  involved i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  UK government and our 
UK customers  and w e  e x p e c t  t o  make a f u r t h e r  announcement r ega rd ing  
o u r  p l a n s  by t h e  end of October.  

w i l l  your  a n t i c i p a t e d  p h a s e  o u t  a l so  a f fec t  OK exports to t h e  
con ti nen t ? 

When we f i n a l i z e  our phase o u t  p l a n s ,  t h e y  w i l l  a f f e c t  a l l  of our 
product ion  and sales. 

what a f f e c t  w i l l  t h i s  have on employment at Newport? 

Monsanto L t d ' s  Newport PCB u n i t  employs lea8 t han  10 people and 
thmre w i l l  be no redundancies since t h e s e  men w i l l  be redeployed 
e lsewhere  a t  t h a t  l o c a t i o n .  

Why i 8  Monsanto Ltd .  p u l l i n g  o u t  now i n  view of the r e c e n t  OECD 
di rec t ive  which approved t h e  c o n t i n u e d  use of PCBs i n  c e r t a i n  
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  

W h i l e  t h e  OECD d i r e c t i v e  sanctioned t h e  use of PCBs in c e r t a i n  
l i m i t e d  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  i t  r e i t e r a t e d  an e a r l i e r  recommendation t h a t  
replacement  p roduc t s  should be s o u g h t .  We are t o l d  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  
electrical power s u p p l y  i n d u s t r y  is z e r o i n g  in on replacement 
p r o d u c t s  so t h a t  we can now b e g i n  to phase  o u t  of dielectric 
a p p l i c a t i o n o  f o r  PCBs. This is totally c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  our 
announced i n t e n t i o n s  ( t o  withdraw a s  soon as p o s s i b l e )  wh ich  w e  
made public la8t January.  

How many customers will be a f f e c t e d  by Monsanto L t d ' e  phase out? 

Less t han  10 major customer8 i n  t h e  UK and abou t  1 0  major 
cue tomers on t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  
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W i l l  your customers  be able to buy PCBs from,Monsanto Ltd:u 
they are ready wi th  r ep lacemen t s?  

F i r n t ,  you must a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  w e  are n o t  the only 
t h i s  m a t e r i a l  -- I t  is a l s o  manufactured i n  Franee, Ger 
Spain.  Some of our UK cus tomers  have a l r c a d y - c o n v e r t e d  
PCBs in the past few years. It is u n l i k e l y  t h a t , o u r  pha 
w i l l  s e r i o u s l y  d i s r u p t  t he  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of capaci tors  an 
t r a n s f o r m e r s  i n  t h e  UK or  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  

Q. 

A. The h ighe r  chlorinated b i p h e n y l s  do not readi 

Does t h i s  decision t o  phase  out PCBs reflect your belief t h a t  they 
a re ha za rdous  mater id 1s 7 

t o  vary ing  degrees, t hey  d o  t e n d  to accumulate 
i n  i t s e l f  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e y  should be repla 
p r o d u c t s  t h a t  are more b iodegradab le  a 

- NOTE: 
rtatsment which you may a t t r ibu te  to George Roush, M.D., D i r e c t o r  of 
~ o n a a n t 0 ' 8  Medical and Environmental  Hea l th  Department: 

If a q u e s t i o n  comes up a b o u t  c a r c i n o g e n i c i t y ,  use the followinq 

" W e  have seen n o t h i n g  in our preliminary h e a l t h  studies w i t h  
our PCB workers or,  indeed, i n  o u r  e x t e n s i v e  long-term feeding  
s t u d i e s  wtth animals t h a t  would indicate t h a t  PCBS are 
c a r c i n o g e n i c .  

General Recommendations : 

1. A v o i d  any comments t h a t  s u g g e s t  liability. 
2. Avoid any medica l  q u e s t i o n s  if p o s s i b l e .  
3. Do not offer information on MCS 1238 or o u r  development 

program. If a q u e s t i o n  comes up, say our development work 
WCLB ehelved in  the late spring when it became obvious t h a t  
our p r o p r i e t a r y  approach would n o t  enable us t o  compete 
w i t h  t h e  comnodity type alternates being  pursued by i n d u s t r y .  

recently publicized. 
4 .  Make NO cornmnts about t h e  U . S .  law suito that have boon 

5. M8ko no coments on t h e  PCBs in mdthere' milk stor ies  tha 
' have been c i r c u l a t i n g  i n  the U.S. p r e s s -  
6 .  Feel free t o  uae  any  of the i n f o m a t i o n  con ta ined  in t he  

a t t a c h e d  U.S. press release but avo id  l i f t i n g  phrases out 
o f  c o n t e x t .  
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