o

HOnsantd

o omam mc et St, Louls « Genersl O0flices T
h August T, 1570 " Jehn Masen - J¥ASO
. P. Wheeler - EWHEE
= ANNISTON - PC3E - CLZANUP PROGRAM Jia.ﬁa_ﬁ&%&ﬁﬁﬂif’ ~ WPAPA
N . F. J. Holzapfe - FROLY
s D, B. Hosmer - DHoSM °
J. R. Savage = JSAVA
TO M. H. S, Bergen, Jr. - HBERG G. L, Jesaee - Anniston
- J, €. Landwehr - Anniston

CONFIDENTIAL - P, Y. I. AND DESTROY

Fellowing are the moves underway resulting from the FDA findings
of nizh levels of PCB in fish taken from Choccoloceo Creek down-
stream from it's confluence with Snow Crwek, '

STATUS

(1) We are presently disc to 3neow Creek adout 16#/day

of PC3 (down from 250#/dzy in '69). Msasurements of departmental
wasts stresms show a total loss of only 2#/day. The discrepancy
18 delieved dus to; (a) sampling problems in departmental waste
st=sams where two-phizse systsma of water and free aroclors may

" be present, and (b} poasible pickup of PCB by laaching previously

depoaited PCB from the limestons nsutralization pit whieh also
scts as a aettling basin, :

(2} Work to further reduce lossss prasnutl& undarway:

a) Sump 1a deing installed at the arcclor department to cap-
turs free aroclors from the 275 gpm flow. This 13 believed to
be tha largest departmental scurces of sewer loss because ol
the 1iquid arcelors frequently observed, Howaver, sampling
wark did not cenfirm the beliel dbecause, no doudbt, of ilnherent
sampling provlems, The project was due for compleation on 9/1,
and had been dalayed because of an underground spring. )

b} curbing is baing installed at drum loading area with dry
piek up of spilled arcclors planned.

¢) Investigation of treatment methods - adsorption by acti-
vatad carbon showing most promise to date.

(1) Joe Crockatt, Secretary of the Aladama Water Improvement
Commission, will try to handle the problem quietly without release
of the information %to the public at this time, He delieves that
FDA will not precipitately in this matter {he ¢1d not advise how
FWQA might react). Dr, Mysrs, Director of Public Health of Alibama,
wants toxsity information on PCBE's and this will be conveyed per-
scnally to him by Jack Garrett next weak. '
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PROGRAM_

(A) Public Relatiocns - E, V. John devvlcped a proposed state-

ment to be used in event of public disclosure but, after conaul-

tation with Lagal, felt it should not be usad be & of tha

Tecent lawsulit instituted agsinst tha plant by, Therefore,

an innocucus, esséntially "no comment” type atatament is being
drarted.

(8) Operator Tducatior - All Anniston persommel have been read-

vised of the necesslty to avoid sewering of any arcclor,
(¢) Mechanical Program

(1) Departmental Sump - at exira cost of $2,000, work is
roceeding on an overtime baslia with completion. expacted
5/12/70. This will eliminate the possibility of large los-
" ses frowm the cperating area, . . .

(2} Ioading Area - Washup of apilled aroclor has been stopped .
and dry pick via sand institutad, . Curding project.is being .

expedicad,

w

{3) Neutralization Pit Clean out .

(a) Immediatsly, the settled material downstream of

the limesztone wlll be removed as wall 2s possible by :
pumping, with odnimum stirving of the water, The solids
{and aroclors) will be landfilled, :

(v} By-Pass of Neutralization Pt, = On crash basis,
trenchens will be dug to allow diversion of all water
rfrom the limestone pit, This will taks 1 -~ 2 weeka
and will cost about $10,000,

In addition, it will be necessary to provide caustic

neutralization of the acid wastes, This will be handled

in the arcelor department via installation of a2 pH son-
troller and valve with temporary piping and trueking
facilities, Cost will be about 35,000 plus about $500
per day for caustic during the period when the alternate
neutralization is required, During this peried, BCHB
losses anculd be no more than § - 10 1lbs,/day,
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{c) Cleancut = The pit will de thoroughly cleaned out
with probable removal af the present detericrated
asphalt membrane and replacemsnt (possibly} by a plas-
tic mambrane which can TMesist arcelors, The plant will
consider pessible structural changes to permit more
arfective gperaticn and ability to make future cleanouts
without the present by~pass stapa, Recommendaticons rel:
ative to this will follow,

(4) water Flow Reduction - Present fotal flow through pit is
700 gpam., For at least ssveral ol the streams, reduyction of
Mow will result in immediats reduction of PC3 to Snow Creek,
More important, reduction of flow will minimize future trwat-
ment costs.,

In conjunction with the pit dy-pass work in 3{a) adove, approx-
{mately 200 gpm of arcclor free water will be permanently diver-
ted., Ineluded in the first reduction ars the chlorinater coole
ing streams and mcst of the water coming from the Niran flare
tower, Details of how this will te gccoemplished will be avail-
able by 8/18/70. : " ' .

Qver the next 3 - 4 months, further watar conservation projects
will be installed with objective of reducing the stream to the

lowast practical amount, now estimated to be about 300 - 400

gpm, The projects will involve multiple use of water and fur- -

ther diversions of airoclor = free watar, ' ' ' '

(5) Final Treatoent - Based on some indications ( and much hope), j&
by Septsmber, the actions above may spproach the present plant
objective of 10 ppb of PCB's 4in TEE g (or 0.1 #/day). The

hope is reised decauss dissclved aroclor has shown a pronounced
affinity for surface adsorption (23 on walls of sample bottles).
The solids generited by the limastone neutralization are believed
to retain aroclor passing by them, Therefore, adequate ssttling
and/er filtraticn following neutralization with periodic removal
of the sclids may accomplisn the necessary treatment {along with
watsr flow rediction)., The plant will proceed on preliminary
design of filtration facilities with and without carbon treatment
between neutralization and filtraticn, The design will be avail-
able for action in case the praduction 13 not as great as hoped-
for or in case the control aganciss demand more complets remaval
(contrel agency requirements are a completsly unknown factor at
pressnt}. By the time a decision must be made relative to final
treatment, we.should have detter information on requirenents and
methods,
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D)Fish, Mud and Water Sampling - Since our fish 3 1¢s from neanty
éhgccolaeco Creek 2130 showed high levels of Pca'n'mgo AT® ingtity-
ting more sampling to determine extant of the problem, Early 4
the week of 8§/10, legal size f£ish will e caught in Choceoloces Creei
near to confluence with the Cocsa River (Logan Martin Lais }. Pish
will alao de taken from the laks, I these sasples show high (am5.0
ppz)} levels of PCB, sampling will be extended %o points down the Coosa
River. A high pricrity will be given thesas samples by Scott Tucker,

Progress reporta will fa2llow at zutitakle intervals,

574..4. 8. Jodgeny

Paul B, Hodges
/np
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