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“There	is	real	potential	for	a	crisis	in	rural	America”
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“The	farm	programs	themselves	have	almost	no	
impact	on	incomes	of	the	poor	in	the	United	States.”	



“What	most	people	fail	to	realize	is	that	in	many	cases,	
production	agriculture	is	no	longer	the	economic	engine	in	

most	rural	U.S.	Counties	.	.	.	 Traditional	rural	occupations	such	
as	agriculture	and	mining	are	not	the	answer	in	sustaining	
rural	economic	growth.	“The	most	effective	rural	policies	for	
the	21st	century	will	recognize	the	increased	importance	of	

nonfarm	jobs	and	income	as	the	main	drivers	of	rural	
economic	activity”
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