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People for the Environment 
- 

55 Bradstreet R d  
North hdover, U 01845 

May 17,2001 

Ann Brown, Chairperson 
US. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

People for the Environment is a grassroots organization of over 300 
citizens concerned about environmental issues in the Merrimack Valley of 
Massachusetts. As co-chair of this organization, I urge the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the 
Healthy Building Network and the Environmental Working Group. 

The Merrirnack Valley has a finite water resource that is threatened daily by 
the cluster of incinerators and other polluters in the region. As such, our 
organization is gravely concerned about arsenic in drinking water supplies 
and about t h e  large volumes of arsenic leaching from CCA treated wood 
into ground and surFace waters. 

Sincerely , 

Joan Kulash, Co-chair 
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Box 255 Worcester, MA 01613 
Phone: 508/799-9139 * Fax: 508/799-9147 

May 22, 2001 

Ann Brown, Chairperson 
US.  Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

The Regional Environmental Council urges the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy Building 
Network and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban 
of copper-chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground 
equipment and to begin a review of the safety of this wood for general use. 

The Regional Environmental Council is a non-profit grassroots organization 
focusing on education and advocacy on a wide variety of environmental issues. 
We are particularly active around urban environmental issues and are based in 
central Massachusetts. We have been in existccce for 30 years and currently 
represent several hundred families in greater Worcester, Massachusetts. 

We are very conscious of the need to protect inner-city youth from additional 
toxic exposures and avoid using arsenic-treated wood in our urban gardens 
programs. In addition to t he  health risks posed to children and adults who come 
in contact with arsenic treated wood in playgrounds equipment, picnic tables, and 
decks, we are concerned that at t he  end of their useful lives, these products 
continue to pose risks workers and consumers. 

The disposal of these products in unlined construction and demoiition 
landfills, or municipal solid waste incinerators, also creates further risks 
to human health and the environment. As our membership is impacted by the 
pollution of a nearby trash incinerator, we feel it particularly urgent to remove 
arsenic-treated products from the solid waste stream. 

Precautionary action taken at the point of manufacture is the safest, most 
efficient way to eliminate this long chain of avoidable risks. 

Sincerely, 

Peggy Middaugh, Executive Director 
Regional Environmental Council 



@I 011 
PAGE e l  

May 18,2001 

-4nn BTOW! Chairperson 
US.  Consumer Product Safety Comniission 
U'aslir~gton, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

Salem Sound 2000.3 coasxd warershed association on the North Shore of Massach- urges 
the Consumer Product Safety Commission to grant the petition for mlemaking filed by the 
Healthy Building Ncrwork and the Environmental Working Group. An immediate ban on 
uopper-chrcmiutu arsenate (CCA) tredkd wood for use in playground eqGprnent and a r e v i m  of 
the safety of this wood for general use is necessary to ensure the safety of ow children. 

Salem Sound 2000 has been working to improve public health for over ten years in a 
predorniuardy urhan watershed. In addition to the health risks posed to children auld adults who 
come in ConWct with arsenic m e d  wood in playgmund eqlupent and picnic tiibIes, we we 
concerned about the large volumes of arsenic leaching from CCA trated wood into our ground 
and surface 'H;mers. Precautionary action t&sn at the point of manuiacture is the safest way to 
eliminate this long chain of avoidable risks. 

Thank you tbr your rime and attention to this mattm 
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May2.2,2061. 

Ann Brown, Chairperson 
US. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown: 

The Vermont Public Interest Research Group (VPIRG} is a non-profit 
environmental and consumereadvocacy organization with 20,000 members 
across Vermont, We join the Environmental WorEng Grdup. and the Healthy 
Buildings Network, in petitioning the Consumer Product Safety Commission 
(CPSC) to enact an immediate ban of copper-chromium-arsenate (CCA) treated 
wood for use in playground equipment and to begin a review of the safety of CCA- 
treated waod fQr general use, on grounds that the continued sale of these items 
violate proyisions of the-Federal Hazardous Substances Act and the Consumer 
PrQdud Safety Act. 

We urge the CPSC 'to review the current scientific kncxwledge'regarding arsenic's 
cancer-causing potential and endocrine disrupting properties, to examine studies 
indicating far higher potential exposures from playground equipment than 
previously recorded, and to assess children's cumulative exposure to arsenic from 
CCA treated lumber in multiple settings. We believe that this review will support 
an immediate ban on the use of CCA treated Iumber in playground equipment, 
and that it will indicXe a need for more stingent restrictions on genefa1 uses of 
this woad. Because alternatives to CCA lumber are commercially available, the 
risks presented by its use for playground equipment can and should be avoided 
starting now. 

Thank you for your consideration of this argent petition. 

* 

. 

Sincerely, gw.-.- 
Sarah O'Brien 
Environmen'td Health Advocate 
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Western MassCOSH 
.h. 

Western Massachusetts Coalition for OccupatfanaI Safety and Health 
640 Page 80ulevsrd Sprlngfiefd. MA 01104 (613) 731-0760 Fax (413) 731-6868 

M a y  18,2001 

US. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

Western Maswhuscm Coalition for Occupational Safety and Health (Western MassCOSH) 
urges the Consumer Producc Safety Commission to gmnt the petition for rulemaking filed by the 
Healthy Building NCWO& apd the Environmental Working Group, which sccks an immediate 
ban on copper-chromhn arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment and to 
begin a review of rhc safery of h s  wood for general use. Westem MassCOSH is a non-profit 
coahticm composed of workers, labor unions. organizations, and health aad safety pfessiaraIs. 
We work in partnership with community and Iabor groups to faster safe, secure jobs and bedtby 
commm.ities in Massachusetts. 

Wesfem MassCOSH works with area school sysrerns to address chemical hazard concerns that 
hawe potential h a  to school penonnel and chjtdren. As you may be aware. in recent years, 
here has been a significant increase in asthma incidents to both childrar and teachers. 
Chromium is 8 knawn asthma causing agent. Reducing the incidents of eqmsure to any asthma 
causing agent should be an utniost priority. 

Xn addi50n to the health risks posed to chii&m and adults who come in contact with arsenic 
treated wood in playground equipmens, picnic tzbles, decks etc., we are cwcemed tbat at the end 
of their useful lives, rhese products continue to pose risks to bath workers and consumers, 
Workers and volunteers errgaged in wood rec1am;ation. recycling or chipping. a d  cansumers of 
recycled or chipped wood are unIikely 10 be aware ofthe arsenic risk. The disposal of these 
products in unlined construction and demolition tarrdftlls or municipal solid waste incinerators 
also creates further risks to human hcnltb and the environment. ]precautionary actions taken at 
&.e point of manufacture are the safest, moa efficient way to eliminare this long chain of 
avoidable risks. 

Susan DeMarie 
Exccurivc Diretor 
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WOMEN’S VOICES FORTHE EARTH . -  

114 W. PINE STREET, M1$$0ULA, MONTANA 5 9 8 0 2  T E L .  406-543-3747 FAX 406-728-4134 

May 15,2001 

Ann Brown, Chairperson 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, IX 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

Women’s Voices for the Earth supports the petition for rulemaking filed by the 
Healthy Building Network and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an 
immediate ban on copper-chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in 
playground equipment and to begin a review of the safety of this wood for general 
use. 

Women’s Voices for the Earth is a women-centered environmental justice 
organization whose mission is to empower women to create an ecologically 
sustainable and socially just society. Our work centers on eliminating toxics, 
especially persistent organic pollutants, from our environment. In addition to the 
health risks posed to children and adults who come in contact with arsenic treated 
wood in playgrounds equipment, picnic tables, decks etc., we are concerned that at 
the end of their useful lives, these products continue to pose risks to the health of 
workers engaged in wood reclamation, recycling or chipping. The disposal of these 
products in unlined construction and demolition landfills, or municipal solid waste 
incinerators, also creates further risks to human health and the environment. 
Precautionary action taken at the point of manufacture is the safest, most efficient 
way to eliminate this long chain of avoidable risks. 

Sincerely, 

Bryony Schwan 
Executive Director 

t . .  


