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4 Sewall Street
cleanair@shore.nct Marblehead, MA 01945 1-781/639-8636
www.healthlink.org _ FAX 1.781/639-8667

Aann Brown, Chairperson
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, DC 20207-0001

Dcur Chairperson Brown,

HealthLink urges the Consumer Product Safety Commission to

grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy Building Network and

the Environmental Working Group, which secks an immediate ban or
"‘copper-chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment
1d' (6 begin a review of the safety of this wood for general use.

As'an organization that has dcdicated much of our resources to 1o reducing the risk posed by arsenic
‘drinking water supply, we are concerned about the large volumes of arsenic
from CCA treated wood in to ground and surface waters.

ionary action taken at the point of manufacture is the safest way to
Timinate this long chain of avoidable risks.

"'Iy,

L.ori Ehrlich
HealthLink
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HEALTHY SCHOOLS NETWORK, INC.

773 Madison Avenue - Albany, NY 12208 - Tel: 518-462-0632 - Fax:518-462-0433
www.healthyschools.org

Aun Brown, Chairperson May 22, 2001
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, 13C 20207-0001

1ear Ms. Brown:

The Healthy Schools Network, Inc. is writing in supportt of the petition for rule-making to
the Consumer Product Safety Commission (rom Environmental Working Group and the
Healthy Building Network, which seek an immediate ban on copper-chrotnium arsenate
(CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment; the petition also asks for a review of
the safery of this wood for general use.

Henlthy Schools Network is a not for profit research, information, education, and advocacy
group that promoics schools that are environmentally responsible to children, to school
personnel, and to rheir communitics. Centered on protecting children’s unique
environmenta) health vulnerabilities, HISN has a nationally accessible information and
reterral network used Jargely by parents and schools concerned about schoal taciliry
condttions and practices, and works in New York State and nationally with lcading parent,
cnvironment, public health, labor, and education groups to promote healthy schools for all
children.

HSN 1s particularly concerned about school and day care playgrounds because it is well
documented that school facilities are not well-maintained (US GAO 1995, NCKES 1999), and
further rescarch shows that up to 3.7 million children annually are injured at school, most
otten during unorgatized play before and after schools ur during recess (Posner, 2000).
According to the LS Department of Education HRIC Clearinghouse (F1O-8P: 92-5) each
year 200,000 children are trcated at hospital emergency rooms for injuries occurring on
playgrounds.

For the underlying reasons cited, CPSC prepared its “Handbook for Public Playground
Satety” which rccommends not only regular inspections of equipment, but also recommends
“Matertals of Manufacture and Construction™

Al paints and other sinsslar finishes must meet the curvent CPSC regulation for lead in pasnt.. .
Regardiess of the mateial or treatment process, the manufacturer should ensure that the nserc of pleygronnd
equipment cannol ingest, inhale, or absarb polentially hazgurdons amounts of substances as a result of contact
with equipment. ... Cieosote, pentachlorgphenal, and bibutyl tin oxide are tao texic or irritating and should
not be sued as preservaives fior playground equipment wood. Pesticide containing finishes should aiso not be
tsed.”

]

(ﬁ Environmentally safe and healthy learning envirornnents for children, for personnel, and for thelr communities
Ny
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TISN belicves there are significant health risks associared with visible school injurics.
Children and adults should not be further subjecred to invisible injuries stemmung trom
acute ot chronic ‘ow dose exposure to CCA. Hard-pressed schools often rely on
community-doniated labor and rnaterials to create playgrounds. "These all-volunteer efforts
10 create community assets are clearly undermined by the use of highly toxic materials, and
unknowingly schools have been presented with threats to health and learning. Morcover,
workers engaged in wood reclamation, recyeling or chipping, and consumers of reeycled or
chipped wood are unlikely to be aware of the arsenic risk. "The disposal of these products in
unlined construction and demolition landfills, or municipal solid waste incinerators, also
creares further risks to human health and the environment. Precautionary action taken at the
point of manufacture s the safest, mosr efficient way to eliminate this long chain of
avoldable nisks.

We will also urge that appropriate federal funding be directed at creating healthier
playgrounds for all children. Playgrounds are community and neighborhood “Open

Spaces”.

Sincerely,

‘6?2_ o‘<,£6u\ ur

Clare L. Bamett
Exccutve director



Institute for a Sustainable Future

5815 Glenwood Ave., Duluth MN 55804
218-525-7806 www.isfusa.org

Ann Brown, Chairperson
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, DC 20207-0001

Dear Chairperson Brown,

The Institute for a Sustainable Future (ISF) urges the Consumer Product Safety
Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy Building Network
and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban or copper-
chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment and to begin a
review of the safety of this wood for general use. The Institute for a Sustainable Future
was created to foster socially and ecologically sustainable economic development.

Beyond the immediate health risks posed to children and adults who come in contact with
arsenic treated wood, there is in addition very real risks to workers and consumers.
Workers and volunteers engaged in wood reclamation, recycling or chipping, and
consumers of recycled or chipped wood are unlikely to be aware of the arsenic risks.
Clearly, the lifecycle of CCA wood is unsustainable. It is imperative that we take
precautionary action at the point of manufacture.

Thank you, for your attention to this matter.

2 s

James Harvie
ofect Director

Sincerely,
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MASSPIRG

Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group

29 Temple Place Boston, MA 02111
617/292-4800 (ph) 617/292-8057 (f) www.masspirg.org

May 21, 2001

Ann Brown, Chairpcrson
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
Washington, DC 20207-0001

Dear Chairperson Brown,

The Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group (MASSPIRG) urges the Consumer
Product Satety Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy
Building Network and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban
on copper-chromium arsenate (CCA)-treated wood for usc in playground cquipment and
lo begin a review of the safcty of this wood for general use. MASSPIRG is a statewide
public interest advocacy organization with over 50,000 members.

MASSPIRG conducts an annual playground safety survey statewide and publishes
consumecr tps for buying home play equipment. Of all the potential hazards on unsafe
playgrounds, the last thing parents should have to think about is health-threatcning
chemicals in the wood.

Aside from the potential health risks posed to children and adults who come into contact
with arscnic-treated wood in playground equipment, we are concerned that at the end of
its useful life, arsenic-treatcd wood continues 1o pose risks to workers and consumers.
Workers involved in wood reclamation, recycling, or chipping, and consumers of
recycled and chipped wood are unlikely to be aware of the arsenic risk. Additionally, the
disposal of these products in unlined construction and demolition landfills, or municipal
solid waste incinerators also poses further risks to human health and the environment.

Precautionary action taken at the point of manufacture is the safest way to eliminate this
chain of avoidable risks.

Sincercly,

Iris Vicencio-Garaygay
Environmental Advocate



MICHIGAN
nvironment

: ' May 16, 2001
Ann Brown, Chairperson : :

U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Washington, DC 20207-0001

Dear Chairperson Brown,

‘The Michigan Environmental Council (MEC) urges the Consumer Product Safety
Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy Building Network
and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban or copper-
chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment and to begin a
" review of the safety of this wood for general use. MEC is a 20-year-old coalition.of more
" than 50 environmental organizations representing more than 170,000 Michigan citizens.

MEC is vitally concerned with the issue of arsenic in consumer products and arsenic
exposure generally. Our priority issues include protection of children’s health and
reduction of the pollutant burden on citizens and the environment of the Great Lakes
region. We are currently seeking a state health standard for arsenic in drmkmg water that
is protective of public health.

In addition to the health risks posed to children and adults who come in contact with
arsenic treated wood in playgrounds equipment, picnic tables, decks, and other materials,
‘we are concemed that at the end of their useful lives, these products continue to pose
risks to workers and consumers. Workers and volunteers engaged in wood reclamation,
recycling or chipping, and consumers of recycled or chipped wood are unlikely to be
aware of the arsenic risk. The disposal of these products in unlined construction and

" demolition landfills, or municipal solid waste incinerators, also creates further risks to
human health and the environment. Precautionary action taken at the point of
manyfacture i is the safest, most efficient way to eliminate this long chain of avoidable
risks. '

As an organization dedicated to reducing the risk posed by arsenic, we are concerned
about the large volumes of arsenic leaching from CCA treated wood into ground and
surface waters. The CPSC should take immediate action to reduce and eliminate the risks
such arsenic poses. -

rely,

Dave Dempsey
Pohcy Advisor

Michigan Environmental Council, A Coalition of Organizations Protecting Michigan’s People and the Environment
119 Pere Marquette Dr. ® Suite 2A ¢ Lansing, Ml 48912 ¢ (517) 487-9539 » Fax (517) 487-9541 » mec@voyager.net
. o http://www.mecprotects.org &Y



