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4 Scwall Street 
Marblehead, MA 01945 1-78U639-8636 

FAX 1-781/639-8667 

Ann Brown, Chairperson 
I J.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-000 1 

Dcar Chairpenon Brown. 

HeaIthLink urgcs thc Consumer Product Safety Cornmission to 
grant the petition for rulern&ing filcd by thc Hcalthy Building Network and 
the EnvironmcntaI Working Group, which seeks an irnrntdiatc ban or 

pper-chromium arsenate (CCA) trcatcd wood for use in playground equipment 
rcvicw of the rafev of this wood for general use. 

ization that has dcdicated much of our resources to to reducing the risk posed by arsmic 
s wafer supply, we axe concerned about the hrgc volumcs of arsenic 

CA vcatcd wood in to gound and surface waters. 

action hkcn at the point of manufacrure is the safest way to 
long chain of avoidable risks. 

Lori Ehrlich 
HealLhLink 

.............A b b . . . . . . .  
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HEALTHY SCHOOLS NETWORK, I N C .  
773 Madison Avenue Albany, NY 72208 - Tel:518-462-OG32 - Fax:S18-462-0433 

www.healthyschoo1s.org 

h&\y 22, 2001 

@ Environmentally safe and healthy leurnhy er~virurriiierrl~ fur children, for personnel, and for their communities 
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I ISN helicves h r e  are sigpificatit health risb associar.ed with visible school injurics. 
ChiIdren auld adults sliould not bc fu~dicl- suljt.a-c:d to invisible injuries stemtning krr7rn 
x u r c  ot chronic low dose exposure to C:C:A. i-lard-prcssed schools oftcrl rely on  

to c r r m  community assets arc clearly lmderniined by the use of highly toxic materials, ;md 
unknowingly sch )ols have hectl presented with threats to health a r i d  learning. Morcover, 
worlters engagcd in wood reclatnation, recycling ot chipping, aid consumers of rccyclcd or  
chipped wood a.rc unlikcly to be aware of the arsenic risk. ’2‘he disposal of these products in 
unlbied c-oiistnlct ion a r i d  detnolition IandfiIIs, or tnunicipd solid waste iiicitierators, Jso  
creates Further risk to hn1;u1 hcid~11 arid the environment. Precautiowary action t&cn at the 
poiix nf rmu-iufacture is the safest, most efficient way to eliminate this long chaiti of‘ 
avoidablc risks. 

coiiirnuriity-donated labor and rnatttrds to c ra te  playgtovnds. , .  I hese all-volunrcct efforts 

Slr\ccrcly, 



Institute for a Sustainable Future 
581 5 Glenwood Ave., Duluth MN 55804 

21 8-525-7806 w.isfusa.org 

Ann Brown, Chairperson 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-000 1 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

The Institute for a Sustainable Future (ISF) urges the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy Building Network 
and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban or copper- 
chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment and to begm a 
review of the safety of this wood for general use. The Institute for a Sustainable Future 
was created to foster socially and ecologically sustainable economic development. 

Beyond the immediate health risks posed to children and adults who come in contact with 
arsenic treated wood, there is in addition very red risks to workers and consumers. 
Workers and volunteers engaged in wood reclamation, recycling or chipping, and 
consumers of recycled or chipped wood are unlikely to be aware of the arsenic risks. 
Clearly, the lifecycle of CCA wood is unsustainable. It is imperative that we take 
precautionary action at the point of manufacture. 

Thank you, for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 
r 
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Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group 
29 Temple Place Boston, MA 02111 

61 7/292-4800 (ph) 61 7/292-8057 (f) www.znasspirg.org 

May 31,3001 

Ann Brown, Cfiairpcrson 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washmgton, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairpcrson Brown, 

Thc Massachusetts Public Interest Research Group (MRSSPIRG) urges the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to gmt the petition for rulemaking filcd by thc Hcdthy 
Building Network and the Environmcntal Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban 
on copper-chromium arsenate (CCA)-treated wood for usc in playground cquipment m d  
to begin a review of thc safcty ofthis wood for general use. MASSPIKG is a statcwidc 
public interest advocacy organization with ovcr 50,000 members. 

MASSPIRG conducts an annual playground safety survey statewide and publishes 
consurncr tips for buying home play equipmcnt. Of‘ all rhe potential hazards on unsafe 
playgrounds, thc fast thing parents should have to think about is health-threatening 
chcmicds in the wood. 

Aside fiom the potential hcalth risks posed LO children and adults who come into contact 
with arscnic-trcated wood in playground equipment. wc arc conccmcd that at thc end of 
its usefuI life, arsenic-treatcd wood continues to pase risks to workers and consuriiers. 
Workcrs involved in wood reclamation, rccycling, or chipping, and consumers of 
recycled and ckippcd wood are unlikely to be aware of the arsenic risk. Additionally, the 
disposal of these products in unfincd construchn and demolition landfills, or inunicipal 
solid wastc incinerators also poses hrthcr risks to human health and rhe environment. 

Precautionary action taken at thc point ofmanukctm is the safest way to eliminate this 
chain of avoidablc risks. 

Sinccrcly, 

his V icencio-Gamy gay 
Environmental Advocate 

. . . . .  .. 
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May 16,2001 
Ann Brown, Chairperson 
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission 
Washington, DC 20207-0001 

Dear Chairperson Brown, 

The Michigan Environmental Council (MEC) urges the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission to grant the petition for rulemaking filed by the Healthy Building Network 
and the Environmental Working Group, which seeks an immediate ban or copper- 
chromium arsenate (CCA) treated wood for use in playground equipment and to begin a 
review of the safety of this wood for general use. MEC is a 20-year-old coalition of more 
than 50 environmental organizations representing more than 170,000 Michigan citizens. 

MEC is vitally Concerned with the issue of arsenic in consumer products and arsenic 
exposure generally. Our priority issues include protection of children's health and 
reduction of the pollutant burden on citizens and the environment of the Great Lakes 
region. We are currently seeking a state health standard for arsenic in drinking water that 
is protective of public health. 

In addition to the health risks posed to children and'adults who come in contact with 
arsenic treated wood in playgrounds equipment, picnic tables, decks, and other materials, 
we are concerned that at the end of their useful lives, these products continue to pose 
risks to woriers and consumers. Workers and volunteers engaged in wood reclamation, 
recycling or chippirigLand consumers of recycled or chipped wood are unlikely to be 
aware of the arsenic risk. The disposal of these products in unlined construction and 
demolition landfills, or municipal solid waste incinerators, also creates further risks to 
human health and the environment. Precautionary action taken at the point of 
manqfacture is the safest, most efficient way to eliminate this long chain of avoidable 
risks. 

As an organization dedicated to reducing the risk posed by arsenic, we are concerned 
about the large volumes of arsenic leaching from CCA,treated wood into ground and 
surface waters. The CPSC should take immediate action to reduce and eliminate the risks 
such arsenic poses. 

Policy Advisor W 

_____ ~~ 

Michigan Environmental Council, A Coalition of Organizations Protecting Michigan's People and the Environment 
119 Pere Marquette Dr. Suite 2A Lansing, MI 48912 (517) 487-9539 Fax (517) 487-9541 mecOvoyager.net 
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