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BACKGROUND 

We have used C-8 a t  Washington Works f o r  m r e  than 25 years 

and i n  e a r l i e r  years i t  was handled less c a r e f u l l y  than i n  recent 

years. L imited data ind icates t h a t  C-8 i s  pe rs i s ten t  i n  the human 

body and we have establ ished a program t o  monitor selected employees 

regularly. We have establ i shed engineering con t ro l s  t o  reduce 

po ten t i a l  exposure t o  C-8 and required the use o f  p ro tec t i ve  

equipmnt for stme jobs. 

Sign i f i can t  addi t ional  cont ro l  e f f o r t  began i n  1979 a f t e r  

3M Company(our supplier of C-8 APFC dispersing agent) advised us o f  

accumulation o f  organic f luor ine i n  the blood o f  some o f  t h e i r  

workers, I n  March, 1981, 3M Company advised us t h a t  t e s t s  i nd i ca ted  

tha t  o r a l  doses o f  C-8 caused b i r t h  defects i n  rats. As a resu l t ,  

we t ransferred a l l  females o f  c h i l d  bearing p o t e n t i a l  from jobs with 

s i g n i f i c a n t  po ten t i a l  far C-8 exposure and increased our e f f o r t s  t o  

prevent exposure . 

Du Pont's Haskell Laboratory i s  making t e s t s  t o  determine 

i f  exposure by inhalat ion o f  C-8 causes b i r t h  defects and a l so  i s  

making tes ts  w i t h  o ra l  doses s im i la r  t o  the 3M tests. We expect 

r e s u l t s  o f  these t e s t s  i n -abou t  a month. 3H Company i s  repeat ing 

theft  original study and we expect t o  receive some infatlaation in 

October, 1981. 
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Du Pont's Haskell Laboratory i s making t e s t s t o determinei f exposure by inhalation o f C-8 causes b i r t h defects and also i smaking tests w i t h o r a l doses similar t o the 3M tests. We expectr e s u l t s o f these t e s t s in-about a month. 3H Company i s repeatingtheft original study and we expect t o receive some infatlaation inOctober, 1981.


