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Fuel Leak Trends

Prior to the mid-1980s. onty 2 few state and local agencies Nad laws governing the opergtion
and tastng of USTs. As a result. leaking UST systems couid release fuel undetscted ind unabated Tor
extenced penods of tme. Repar and replacemarntt of USTS were sometimes Based on economics dlone
(i.e. cost of repairs v3. cast of lost fuel). In 1986 the USEPA estimated that agoroximataly 20% of the
1,800,000 registered peToieum USTs were probably leaking and this estmata nas heid accurats (56).

On Decamber 22. 1988 me UST regutations enutied “Techrucal Standards and Corrective Acton
Aequiremaents for Ownaers and Ooerators of Underground Storage Tanks® became enforceadble. These
regulatians estblished performance standards for new USTs and required leak detection, leak
praveron. and Comecave acbons for leaks or sodls {S7). Repornng such leaks (0 Jpprognate agencies

was 2iso required. Thesas federal laws wers adapted By MoOST 31ates. and as 2 resuit:

. prevention measures are taken [0 avert and reduce leaks

- reguiar activities (tank gauging. tightness tasts, etc.) are used to detect leaks sooner
. releasss must be quickly reported and acted upon

- relgase WMPACTS MUst e assessed

- where NECessary, rdeases must be remediated

AN thess have combined 0 decraase the number of tanks in existence and t0 reducs the
duranon and sizes of leaks sincs the earty 198C0s. This has greaty reduced the amount of fuel reieassd
N the (NYWoNMent. uwwmmmuﬂwsmom‘wmwo«mwss.
aven more IMprovemaents shouid take place and reduce the ol volumae of fuel released sven further.
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