
IN THE MATTER OF CONSIDERATION ) FlhlDlNGS OF FACT 
OF CONDITIONAL USE APPLICATION ) CONCLUSIONS AND DECISION 
TO ESTABLISH AN EXPLORATORY ) OF THE KLlCKlTAT COUNTY 
NATURAL GAS WELL; CUP2007-02 ) BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

APPLICANT: Delta Petroleum Company 
370 1 7th St. Suite 4300 
Denver, Colorado 80202 

This matter came before the Klickitat County Board of Adjustment for 
consideration of a conditional use permit applica.tion in a public hearing on June 
4, 2007. Based on tlie written record, public testimony and deliberations thereon, 
the Board of Adjustment finds as follows: 

FACTS 

1. Applicant/proposal: Delta Petroleum Company ("Delta"), has applied to the 
Klickitat County Planning Department for a conditional use permit ("CLIP") 
to drill an exploratory natural gas well of approximately 15,260 feet depth 
and construct an associated 400' by 500' drill pad and an approximately 2 
rr~ile long gravel access road. The applicant has submitted an oil and gas 
permit application (McBride 28-13 Well) to DNR (Department of Natural 
Resources). 

2. Location: Within a portion of the SW 5$ of the NW 5$ of Section 28, T5N, 
R23E, W.M., Klickitat County, WA (north of intersection of Six Prong Road 
and Sand Ridge Road, Alderdale vicinity). 

3. Landowner: McBride Ranches, Inc. 

4. On site and surrounding land use: The proposed site and surrounding 
properties are used for agriculture. 

5. On site and surrounding zoning: The proposed site and surrounding 
properties are zoned Extensive Agriculture. The purpose and intent of the 
Extensive Agriculture zone is to encourage the continued practice of farming 
on lands best suited for agriculture and to prevent or minimize conflicts 
between cornmon agricultural practices and various nonfarm uses. Uses 
permitted outright include farm use, dwellings in conjunction with farm use, 
home occupations and commercial or industrial activity directly serving 
agricultural operations. Uses specifically listed as permitted per a CLIP 
include schools, churches, golf colJrses, parks, utility facilities, migrant labor 
housing, quarries and "other uses judged by the Board of Adjustment to be 
consistent with the purposes and intent of this chapter and to be no more 
detrimental to the adjacent properties than, and of the same type and 
character as" the listed uses. 



6. Conditional use (defined): "Conditional Use" is defined as an activity that 
when authorized by the board of adjustment and subject to imposition of 
reasonable conditions and/or restrictions, renders the use compatible with 
the existing and potential uses in the vicinity which are permitted outright. 

7. Comprehensive Plan Designation: The proposed site is designated 
"Agriculture Forest" on the Generalized Land Use Plan in the County 
Comprehensive Plan. The purpose of this designation is to retain, or 
conserve, insofar as is practicable and desirable, prime agricultural and 
forest lands for the continued economic welfare of the farm and forest 
industry and residents of the county. 

8. Comments: Agency comments and testimony from the public were 
reviewed. 

9. SEPA review: The DNR has issued a DNS (Determination of Non- 
Significance). 

10. Critical Areas Ordinance review: The site was evaluated per the Critical 
Areas Ordinance. A seasonal stream will be crossed by the access road. 

11. The applicant has agreed to the conditions proposed as Exhibit "A" hereto. 

CONCLUSIONS 

1. The proposed use is similar to quarries, mines and sand & gravel pits, 
which are specifically listed as conditional uses, in that a natural resource 
is extracted. The proposed use is no more detrimental to surrounding 
properties than quarries, in that noise and traffic will be generated for a 
period of approximately a year, whereas, noise and traffic associated 
with quarries and mines can extend over a period of several years. 

2. The proposal is consistent with the purpose and intent of the Extensive 
Agriculture zone and consistent with the Comprehensive Plan, in that 
following completion of the gas well, the site will be restored to 
agricultural use within a short period of time. 

3. The proposed use, with conditions, is compatible with agricultural 
practices which will continue in the immediate area of the proposal during 
the time the well is constructed. 

DECISION 

CUP2007-02 is approved, with conditions as agreed to by the applicant and 
attached; the applicant is Delta Petroleum Corporation. 



A record of the vote is as follows: 

Name Yes No Absent Abstain 
Fred Wilkins 
Carl Allaway 
Sondra Clark 
Mike Woods 
Mike Smith 

', 
/ . , / Signed this day o f .  ,2007. . - i  

Chairman, Klickitat County 
Board of Adjustment 



KLlCKlTAT COUNTY 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

228 W Ma~n SL MS CH 17 Goldendale, Wash~ngton 98620 
VCICE 5C9 773-5703 or 1 800 765 7239 

FAX 509 773-6206 

May 8,2007 

Delta Petroleum Cor-poration 
Terry I-loffman 
370 17'" Street, Suite 4300 
Denver. Colorado 80202 

IIE: Exploratory Drilling Wells in Klickitat County 
McBridge 28-1 3; Gmy 3 1-23 
Project Conditions 

Dear Ms. tlot'fman: 

Klickitat County appreciated the opport~lnily to rneet with Iki ta  Petroleurli on A p r ~ i  2, 2007, regarding 
pern~il  conditions for its McBridc 38-13 exploratory drillrng well proposed fnr cast Klickitat C:ounty. As 
a result of this rneetir~g, a r ~ d  other conver-satiuris, Delta 113s cc)[n~llltted to thc rnltlgal~on outlined In the 
attached documerlt. The conditions have been included in the applicaiions L)elta submitted to the State 
Department of Resources for both thc McBride 23-1 3 well, and the (;ray 3 1-23 exploraloly ilrillirig well. 

[ I N K  has since issued determinations of non-significm~ce untier rlie State Envirorunental Policy Act Ibr 
botll tvells. Based on the condir~ons Dclta has agreed 10, the County I'laru~ing Departn-ienl is not 
appcalir~g ~ h e s e  dctcrmiriations, or assu~nirig lead agcncy status. The l'l:ir~nirig Ueparlmer~r will 
recomrncnd inclusion of thesc conditions in its Staff Kepon to rhe Board of  ilcl~ustlncnt as condiriorial use 
permit conditions, which are also based on SFPA impacts Ths 1s consistent w ~ t h  thc County's standard 
practice. 

Ln the event there is an irreconcilable conflict betwcen tlicsc agrecd upon conditic~r~s, nr~d conditions 
imposed by another agency, that cannot bc rzsolvcd by the applicant's volun:ary action, thc County 
Planning Department will nieet with the relevant agericy and thc applicant tn resc~lve the conflict. 

This correspondence confirms Delta's concurrence with this approach. Unless Dclta has any coricenls, 
plcasc sip1 the second page of this le t te~ agreement and return to the C'ounty. 

Sinc ely o r  LFg 
Curt Drcyer 4 
Planning Dircclor 

cc: Timothy L. McMahan 
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By its signature below, Delta Petroleum, Inc., confirms its agreement with the attached 
conditions as SEPA conditions, and with their incorporation into a corlditional use permit for 
both the McBride 28-1 3 and the Gray 3 1-23 exploratory drilling wells proposed tbr location in 
Klickitat County. This letter agreement may be executed i n  duplicate. 

, .- - ... 

Greg Olson, Ilrilling Manager 
Delta Petroleum C'orporation 

/ ' Date 5 ~'-f ,/ 07 






































