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DR. LEVY: Yes. And, in fact, this is 

one of the problems - -  the lemons here: it’s 

very, very difficult, at that point, tc? trace 

back and attribute what was the cause. 

PARTICIPANT: I mean, now you find a 

lot of Attention Deficit Disorder and they’re 

really not saying where it is coming from. 

People are speculating whether it’s too much TV 

or MTV or whatever. But maybe it could be coming 

from eating t o o  much fish - -  you know - -  I mean, 

is that a possibility? 

DR. LEVY: Yes, that’s why we’re - -  

yes, that is a possibility. That is why we’re 

interested in this. 

PARTICIPANT: So my daughter is on 

medication, now, because I ate fish. 

DR. LEVY: There is a very, very low 

likelihood that you‘d ever be able to test for 

that. But - -  

PARTICIPANT: But, I mean, that could 

be why - -  

PR. LEVY: - -  now that we have this 
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r e s e a r c h ,  t h a t  n o w  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  Our a b i l i t y  

t o  a t t r i b u t e  a g i v e n  c a s e  o f  A t t e n t i o n  D e f i c i t  t o  

t h e  m o t h e r ' s  d i e t  o f  f i s h ,  you know, 1 2  y e a r s  a g o  

i s  z e r o .  T h e r e ' s  no  w a y .  

P A R T I C I P A N T :  A r e  t h e r e  o t h e r  ways  t o  

i n g e s t  m e r c u r y  i n t o  t h e  body?  F i s h  i s  t h e  o n l y  

way? 

DR. L E V Y :  W e l l ,  n o .  I mean,  f i s h  i s  

b y  f a r  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  way.  Bu t  m e r c u r y  i s  

v e r y  u b i q u i t o u s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

P A R T I C I P A N T :  So a woman c o u l d  h a v e  

o b t a i n e d  i t  f rom some o t h e r  means .  Y e t  y o u ' r e  

s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  had  t o  b e  f rom f i s h .  

DR. L E V Y :  F i s h  i s  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e  o f  

human e x p o s u r e .  The o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  s o u r c e s  wou ld  

b e ,  you  know, e x p o s u r e  t o  r e a l l y  h i g h  l e v e l s  t h a t  

a r e  p o l l u t i o n - r e l a t e d  o r  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e  t h a t .  A 

s p i l l  c o u l d  h a p p e n .  

P A R T I C I P A N T :  When you d o  r e s e a r c h ,  

t h e r e ' s  c e r t a i n l y  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  - -  

a r e a s  w i t h i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  t h a t  e a t  more f i s h  t h a n  

o t h e r s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  c e r t a i n l y  - -  a r o u n d  t h e  
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