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Thanks for provid ing  US with a copy of the  l a t e s t  version of 
Maine's papez on MTBE a s  a groundwater contaminant. 
a c t i v e l y  involved with t h i s  i s sue  since about October of l a s t  
year. Before I update you on our a c t i V f t i e S  i n  this a r e a ,  
you t o  know t h a t  n e i t h e r  we o r  the Maine Petroleum Council 
f i l i a t e d  w i t h  APIl know of any lawsuits involv ing  t h i a  issue. 

ARC0 Chemical A c t i v i t i e s  

We've been 

I w a n t  
( a f -  

We i n i t i a l l y  became involved w i t h  t h e  Maine DEP prior t o  t h e  
presenta t ion  of their first version of t h i s  paper a t  the National 
Well Water Conference on November 13, 1966. Although w e  provided 
data t h a t  i nd ica t ed  that  many of their t h e o r i e s  vere incorrect, 
the authors coacladtd that  MTBX presented an environmental hazard 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  t o  o t h e r  gasoline components (see cow of paper 
"HTBE as a Groundwater Contaminant'). S ince  the paper was pre- 
sented l a s t  November, we have boea uorking with lcpI, the newly 
formed 'MTBE C o m m i t t e e '  (WSW Producers Assoc ia t ion ) ,  and on our 
view t o  assess t h e  potential h p c t  of t h i s  paper on s t a t e  
policymakers, t o  contain the po ten t i a l  "damage" from this paper, . 
and t o  develop short term and long term responses to the issues 
r a i sed  i n  the paper. 

, 

, 
A synopsis of our progress fn  these areal  are an follows: 

o The Maine Petroleum Council (HPCI has contac ted  
Maine DEP policymakers on t h i 8  i s sue ,  HPC 
found t h a t  the authors don ' t  r ep resen t  
the views of the DKP palicynukerr. Given 
WFBE's low taxicity,  DEP doesn't cons ide r  
MTEE t o  bo orpccially hazardous, No -... 
regulatory oz I.gis1ative actions on &BE 
have b..n initfatad o r  propooed in Maine 
or any other state. 

o The APT Gmandvater *ark Force has provided 
conrments to the author and the Nat iona l  Well 
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water  A s s o c i a t i o n  concerning t h e  inf lammatory 
n a t u r e  of the remarks made i n  the November 
paper  and t h e  general l ack  of t e c h n i c a l  d a t a  
t o  suppor t  the r a t h e r  s t rong  p o l i c y  s t a t e m e n t s  
(see a t t achmen t ) .  The l a t e s t  v e r s i o n  of  t h i s  
paper ,  no  doub t ,  reflects the e f f e c t  o f  t h e  
t a s k  f o r c e ' s  COamIentS. Gene Mancini (ARC0 
Corporate ELB) was very h e l p f u l  i n  g e t t i n g  our  
concerns t o  the API task f o r c e  i n  a t i m e l y  
manner. - 

o George Domingutz, Execut ive D i r e c t o r  of the 
MTEE C o w i t t e e ,  will present a paper  (see 
a t tachment )  a t  the A p r i l  conference  t h a t  
r e f u t c s / c l a r i f i e s  many of the p o i n t s  made 
by G a r r e t t ,  e t  a l ,  i n  las t  November's paper .  
S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  his paper  shows t h a t :  

- MTBE doesn't i n c r e a s e  the benzene l e v e l s  
i n  the d r i n k i n g  water 

HTBE only spreads s l i g h t l y  further t h a n  
gaso l ine  components like benzene i n  the 
groundwater 

- 
r 

- HTBE CM be e f f e c t i v e l y  removed from 
groundwater u s i n g  eXiStFng technology 
much as a i r  stripping 

We c o n s i d e r  this a short t e r m  e f for t  at damage 
c o n t r o l  t h a t  rhoald m i t i g a t e  most of the 
i s s u e s  raise in the DEP paper. 

The API has agreed t o  Mnd seYara1 s t u d i e s  that 
will i n v e s t i g a t e  in d e t a i l  some of the issues 

from Bill Ki1ma.rtfn; T8ch.d ese studies. 
raised in the  Maine. DE?. 

E i t h e r  we or Gene Mancini can provide you 
more i n f o r m a t i o n  if you are Intereetd-:, . 

*, *A 
o 

Our overall view of.tha Maine issue is t h a t  the tone and t echn i -  
cal c o n t e n t  in this l a t e s t  paper  shows a s u b s t a n t i a l  improvement 
over lart Novembaz's paper. The p r e s e n t a t i o n  by the  MTEE C o m m i t -  
tee  will put additioaalr?ressorc on the a u t h o r  t o  back up his 
cnnrments with technical d a t a .  mile we d o n ' t  expect t h e  issue t o  
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go away, w e  t h i n k  
t h e  potential for 

P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me 
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w e  have s u f f i c i e n t  t e c h n i c a l  d a t a  t o  m i n i m i  
any adverse government r e g u l a t i o n .  

a t  215-557-225s i f  you have any q u e s t i o n s .  

GJY/hlp 

ATTACHMENT 

bcc: R. Christie 
S. Cohen 
G. Mancini 
Group C i r c .  F i l e  
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