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Mr. E. I. Motte 
Manager,  Refining Planning 
Unocal Ref in ing  6 Market ing  D i v i s i o n  
Unocal Co t?o ra t ion  
1 2 0 1  West 5th S t r e e t  (P.O. 9ox 7 6 0 0 1  
Los Angeles ,  CA 9 0 0 5 1  

Dear Gene:  

I a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  we had t o  discuss t h e  
Maine Department of  Env i ronmen ta l  P r o t e c t i o n ' s  (DO) 
pape r  on HTBE i n  q roundwatc r .  
t h i s  m a t t e r  c l o s e l y  and h a v e  e n l i s t e d  the h e l p  of 
ApI and the  Oxygenated Fuels A s s o c i a t i o n  ( O F A )  
t o t i n g  t?e  s i t u a t i o n .  Our  view i s  as follows: 

o 

We have been fo l lowing  

in n o n i l  

The  authors o f  the p a p e r  d o n ' t  r ep resen t  the 
views o f  t h e  DEP p o l i c y m a k e r s  i n  Maine. 

o DEP pol icymakers  have been  c o n t a c t e d .  Given 
m E  s l o w  t o x i c i t y ,  they  don' t cons ider  MTBE 
t o  be  e s p e c i a l l y  h a z a r d o u s .  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were c i t e d  as  a benefit i n  
l o c a t i n g  l e a k s  q u i c k l y .  

o T e c h n i c a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  p a r t i e s ,  such as the API 
and others, have p r o v i d e d  couancnts t o  the  au tho r ,  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  Well Water A s s o c i a t i o n ,  and the 
Maine DEP c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  inf lammatory  nature  of 
t h e  remarks made i n  the p a p e r  and t h e  lack of 
t t c h n f c r l  d a t a  t o  s u p p o r t  the  ra ther  s t rong  p o l i c y  
s t a t e m e n t s .  

I n  f a c t ,  i t s  odor 

- .  
W i t h  respect t o  t e c h n i c a l  p o i n t s  made i n  the  paper ,  w e  
have the fo l lowing  comments: 

o The a u t h o r ' s  major  t h r u s t  -- t h e  theory t h a t  MTBE 
a c t s  as a c o s o l v c n t  to s o l u b i l i z e  more BTX i n t o  
t h e  groundwater  is simply wrong. I have enclosed 
two s t u d i e s  w e  have i n  this area t h a t  c l e a r l y  
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o We don't have  any d a t a  to r e f u t e  comments made ir. 
t h e  pa?er t h a t  MTBE may spread f u r t h e r  in a plume 
or may be more d i f f i c u l t  t o  remove/clean up  than 
o t h e r  g a s o l i n e  c o n s t i t u e n t s .  W e  will be working 
t o  d e v e l o p  d a t a  i n  this a r e a ,  e i t he r  o u r s e l v e s  
o r  t h r o u g h  i n d u s t r y  groups such as  API. 

Our overall view is t h a t  t h e  Maine p a p e r  i s n ' t  likely 
t o  receive any a d d i t i o n a l  a t t e n t i o n  by regulators i n  
o t h e r  s t a t e s .  The poor t e c h n i c a l  job done by the au- 
t h o r s  has p r o b a b l y  h u r t  t h e i r  c r e d i b i l i t y  w i t h  i n t e r -  
e s t e d  p a r t i e s  who have already s e e n  i t .  A l s o ,  while 
Some d a t a  on t h e  e f f e c t s  O f  MTBE i n  underground gaso- 
l i n e  l e a k s  i s  incomple t e ,  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  HTBE 
s u g g e s t  t h a t  it d o e s n ' t  r e p r e s e n t  a d i f f e r e n t i a l  hazard 
t o  o t h e r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  found i n  g a s o l i n e .  

P l e a s e  fee l  free t o  c i r c u l a , t e  t h i s  l e t t e r  and /o r  a t -  
t a c b e n t s  t o  F n t e r t s t c G  p a r t i e s  w i t h i r !  W K A .  Let me 
know i f  I can be of  a d d i t i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  

Very t r u l y  y o u r s ,  

Manager, R e f i n e r y  Economics C Bus. Dev. 

cc: R. J. Christie (w/o att.) 
J. C. Lyons m 

W. S .  Whikncy a 
Group Circulating F i l e  
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