
the Corn Belt
Democratic casualties in the 
Republican wave election on 
Nov. 2 were highly concentrated in 
rural districts.  Many Members of 
Congress from the farm belt gener-
ally assume they must staunchly 
defend lavish agricultural subsidies 

that benefit large agricultural inter-
ests in their districts, but this map 
showing the electoral outcomes and 
subsidy hauls for 2009 in battle-
ground corn belt districts shows that 
defending subsidies does not guar-
antee reelection. 
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